


To all the people that
the Mediterranean drowned.
From the ones in the Trojan war
to those of the Syrian ground.
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L'eterno riposo,
dona loro, o Signore,

e splenda ad essi la Luce perpetua.

Riposino in pace.
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Stava Maria dolente
Senza respiro e voce

Mentre pendeva in croce
Del mondo il redentor.

E nel fatale istante
Crudo materno affetto
La trafiggeva il petto
Le lacerava il cor.

Veder un Figlio... un Dio...
Che palpita, che muore...
Si barbaro dolore

Qual madre mai il provo?
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Seoca mi inima

Mindra curva mea

Seoca mi inima, mada

Mindrana mieri

Rume, Rume, Rumelaj
Haide, haide, haide,
Rume, Rume, Rumelaj
Haide, haide, haide.
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This project began in 2014. | played a track called ‘Nothing’ from my album Trust the Tan-
gerine Peel’ for my friends Shirin Neshat and Shoja Azari. | talked to them about a performance
idea based on a section of it: the voices of Mobads that come at the end of the song - multiple
voices sung by one singer - could come out of multiple speakers set up in a circle that surrounds
the audience. The voices across the speakers could be lined up on a spectrum from high to low
pitch, and atop every speaker we could show one of Shirin’s video arts. In doing so, we would
match up every voice, considering their unique frequency and the note being sung, with the
expression of the face on the screen. Initially, | thought | could be the person who makes all the
facial expressions in videos.

It was not a cheap project. It would take time, and required a certain kind of space, so Shirin
suggested to take the idea to the highly respected theatre and performance arts producer,
Franco Laera. In the meantime, | thought of an old idea for a project which | had wanted to
write up for a long time and never had a chance: a comparative study of high pitch and low
pitch voices in two civilizational geographies (Islam and Christianity). | combined two ideas, and
wrote the following proposal to Franco:

In the history of musicology, which is a fairly recent field of study in arts, the focus has
often been on the study of music from south-east of Europe and Asia against the background
of Western classical music ranging from Russia to England. As European travelers discovered
Asian music, they realized that musical degrees and pitches in Asian cultures don’t follow any
of the established rules and formulas of Western music, such as form, harmony, counterpoint,
etc. As a result, those scores cannot be performed by Western instruments and voices. The
theoretical ground for formal and compositional studies was laid based on this realization and
evolved into an academic field.
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|— The first famous theorist who thought deeply about the cantometric differences between
the music of various regions and cultures was the American ethnomusicologist Alan Lomax.
He wondered whether those differences are confined to musical lineages, or economic and
geographical factors also played a role. For instance, he wondered whether the aesthetics of
Indian music became what it is because women sang very high pitch notes, whereas, in Turkey,
due to proximity to Europe, low pitch notes are more prevalent. However, surprisingly enough,
the musical aesthetics of Eastern India, Tibet, China, Mongolia, Tatarstan and eastern Siberia
rely heavily on a very low pitch. Unlike Iran, Turkey and India, in those lands, the maestro singer
is the one who sings the lowest pitch notes.

In this project, | take up the same comparison and look at it from a different angle: the pres-
ence and absence of high and low pitch in instruments and singing style of musicians who lived
in Islamic and Christian civilizations, or, to put it geographically, Europe and the Middle East.

In the West, for centuries the church was the official supporter and funder of music. Islam,
on the other hand, never allowed music into mosques. Consequently, the space of music in the
Middle East has been domestic: houses, basements, etc.

Large spaces demand higher wavelengths, hence the dominance of low pitch in Western
music. In contrast, domestic spaces of Middle Eastern households aren’t suitable for the low
pitch of church organ or male choir or large bass instruments like contrabass and violin, hence
the dominance of high pitch in their music.

As a result, Eastern music is often synonymous with chamber music. Due to these different
historical circumstances, the Western music invented bass guitar, while in the East all instru-
ments have higher pitch range. It follows that the singers who can perform high pitch become
popular. One would be hard-pressed to find singers such as Tom Waits and Leonard Cohen
becoming popular stars in the East. J



One thing that holds the pieces of this project together is the simultaneous performance
of Eastern and Western pitches by one throat. Such unity indicates mystical singularity and
solidarity across civilizational boundaries. When a single singer performs this range of voices,
an invitation to sympathy and unity among humans across civilizations is implied.

In the performance, however, even though the singer is the same, various pitches come from
various speakers. The voice spectrum is broken down among twelve speakers. On top of every
speaker a moving or static human face will be installed: Western faces atop low pitch speakers,
Eastern faces atop high pitch ones. Or, another option is to reverse this order to emphasize the
notion of solidarity. These faces will sing the notes, and from their facial expression, one will
know whether they sing low pitch or high pitch. The visitor, upon stepping into the room, will
hear a combination of these voices as one, yet as they walk from speaker to speaker, different
pitches come at them individually and give them a variety of experiences.

Franco Laera liked the proposal and invited Shirin, Shoja and me to Bari in Italy to work on
the first stages of the project. There, we met a group of female mourners who, like Ashiks
and Bakhshis in Iran, are the last people keeping a musical tradition alive. They spoke neither
English nor Italian, yet only after one hour of practice the magic of music and rehearsal worked,
and we became like a band that had been together for years. | chose two of their incantations
and sat them in a circle around me, as if they were the speakers. | guided their singing by my
body language. Shirin and Shoja liked the performance. They decided that body language and
movement can replace the shift of voices across speakers. That is to say, sound installation gave
way to performance/dance.

The concept of the project was coming to its final shape. Franco suggested that we need
another element as a counterpoint to my presence as a singer who is from Eastern tradition.
He joined us up with Faraualla: a band comprised of four female singers from Bari, whose work
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combines the music of the Renaissance, Baroque with a tinge of Balkan folklore and composi-
tion. From the day | met that band, the idea of this album was conceived in my mind.

Shirin and Shoja recorded videos of the Italian singers in their own minimalistic, black and
white style. Upon returning to New York, | completed the score, which is the foundation of this
album. Shirin made four videos, meant to be shown on four large screens on four walls of the
room. Shoja did the choreography, and Faraualla and | did the acting.

In the show, the audience heard the music from three sources: the mourners located around
the scene, the voices of me and Faraualla, and the recorded music.

We named the work ‘A Passage through the World’, and took the show to Bari in September
2015, Napoli in June 2016, and Reggio Emilia in November 2016.

In the brochure that was handed to visitors at those performances, the following was written:
“Passage through the world is a musical and visual odyssey that takes us along the ancient Silk Road investigating the
confluences of cultures from the Far East to the Middle East to the Balkans, all the way to the South of Italy as they
have been moving back and forth through centuries both melodically and ritialistically, It is a contemporary artistic
take encompassing the cycles of life and death as different cultures have been tackling the issues of loss and rebirth,

While incorporating folklore songs of different regions info a unique, harmonic totaliyy, Mohsen Namjoo's
one-hour long musical symphony, remains faithful to the origing of each song while bridging the differences.
Ghoreographed by Shirin Neshat and Shoja Azari, the visual aspects of the performance, particularly the four
monumental video installations, carry the signature iconic, goddess-like imagery of female mourners, which
have an uncanny resemblance to Neshat's photographs of women from the muslim world. The stark black and
white stage, inhabited by Namjoo, eight mourners and the female ensemble Faraualla, depicts the multi-
oppositional and dialectical forces that are at play to reveal multi layers of meaning colliding and transforming
into paradoxical unitis.
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Passage through the world, which starts with historical investigations and contemporary conflicts as ifs
conceptual origin, has a strong emational charge and delves into our collective subconscious of shared
humanigy. It is a journey through music and a back and forth conversation that while it touches upon the
mystical dimensions of human experience, aims at shattering the political impasses constructed by the recent
notions of clashes of civilization.”

| believe this description does justice to the project. To conclude, a few musical points:

1. In this project, my intention was to grieve over a body that, from Mongolia all the way to
Eastern Europe, myriads of peoples have been carrying and mourning over. | sing on their behalf
and imitate their voices. In tracks 7, 10, 12, 13, and 15, | am indebted to Dr Sassan Fatemi’s
research called ‘Voices from the Land of Iran’, which was published in 2005 by Mahour publica-
tion in Iran. | deeply believe that no urban vocal chords is capable of producing the depth and
impeccability a rural voice so naturally creates. Also, the beginning of track 15 is my take on an
Italian lullaby called ‘Ninna Ninna’.

2. | practiced a lot for this project. | was particularly preoccupied with low pitch voices in
Eastern India, and practiced their methods for months. In tracks 4, 5, and 11, what you hear is a
full octave lower pitch than the lowest pitch the Arab and Iranian singer can sing.

3. The voice range of the singer in this album, stretching from the lowest %fgﬁ
pitch in track 5 (E-flat) to the highest pitch in tracks 1 and 19 (A and A- -

sharp), is 3 octaves and 5 notes. =F——

4. This album has been produced and made available in two formats: CD which offers the
standard two channel mix, to be played in conventional audio players, and Blue-Ray version,
produced at an extra cost, which is designed for 5.1 surround speakers. It produces an ultra HD
surround sound at a much higher quality, resulting an immersive experience when used with
the proper surround system.
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| am enormously indebted to my friends and instigators of this project, Shirin Neshat, Shoja Azari,
and Franco Laera. More than 400 people were involved in two campaigns related to this work,
without whose support this project wouldn't have been done. | feel obliged to mention at least the
following names:

Acknowledgement:

Neda Nobari, Kimia Zahedi, Mahtab Moeinian, Zahedi and Moeinian families, Farhad Mohit,
Dr Abbas Milani, Homa Sarshar, Leila Heller, Shari Rezai, Dr Bahram Hamidi & Sara Shahi,
Sanam Akhlagh, Morad Masjedi, Alexandra Munroe, Farzad Kabiri and Asieh, Nazy Kaviani,
Naghmeh Shirkhan, Mohammad Reza Parhizkaran, Laleh Roudi, Tofigh Gordi, Behdad Esfahbod,
and the great artist and friend, Shahram Shabpareh, who was an invaluable support all along.

My thanks also go out to my friends, Amir Ahmadi Ariyan and Sahand S. (Nakook) for translation
and revision of this text.

This album belongs to all of you.
- Mohsen Namjoo, January 2018




Faraualla

The quartet Faraualla was born in 1995. After a careful study of vocality in different
fields of music, the four singers have found a common interest investigating the use
of the voice as an instrument, practicing polyphony and studying vocal expressions of
different ethnicities and historical periods. The outcomes of this work can be clearly
heard in the repertory of Faraualla, in original compositions as in traditional songs. The
suggestions of a journey through cultures so far among themselves, melt together into
an original synthesis in which cultural roots of the group strongly emerge. The presence
of Apulia, the province in the south-east of Italy, their native country, can be found in
the “sound” of the quartet, in the percussion instruments used in the performance,
and in the name of the group itself. Faraualla is the deepest natural cavity of Apulia.
Faraualla has performed in important national and international festivals and shows.




Production:
Music Arrangement: Mohsen Namjoo | Produced by Mohsen Namjoo and Reza Moghaddas

Recording:
‘Hichi" Recorded by Mammad Zadeh | Palo Alto | Winter 2013
Diko Shoturma | Atlantic Sound Studio | New York | Summer 2015
Recorded and Mixed by Reza Moghaddas | Bamahang Studios | Toronto | October 2017
Faraualla Recorded by Tommy Cavalieri | Sorriso Edizioni Musicali S.R.L Studio | Bari, ltaly | Spring 2017
Drums Recorded by Salmak Khaledi | Magnetic Pink Studio | Brooklyn | October 2017
Drums Recorded by Maciek Scejbal at “The collective School of Music” | New York | October 2017

Mixing and Mastering:
5.1 Surround Mixed by Gary Honess and Mateo Palmisano at Kuhl Muzik | Toronto | January 2018
Mastering by Peter J. Moore | The E Room Mastering Studio | Toronto | January 2018

Words:
Parviz Karimi, Bijan Elahi, Houshang Ebtehaj (Sayeh), Abu Saeed Abolkheyr, Baba Taher,
Arezoo Khorsavi, Mohsen Namjoo

Faraualla:
Maristella Schiavone, Gabriella Schiavone, Loredana Savino, Maria Teresa Vallarella

Mohsen Namjoo
Vocals, Setar, Electric Setar, Cries, Ornaments, Clamors and Throat Singing

Music Director and Producer: Mohsen Namjoo
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Reza Moghaddas: Recording and Mixing Paolo Simonazzi: Zampogna, Ghironda
Yahya Alkhansa: Drums Ben Riley: Drums

Maral Mohammadi: Cello Ehsan Matoori: Santoor

Dylan Bell: Bass Guitar Kasra Saboktakin: Bass Guitar
Emanuele Reverberi: Piva, Cornamusa Habib Meftah: Hand Percussion, Vocals

Kourosh Babaei: Kamanche, Kamanche Alto ~ Rebecca Hennessy: Trumpet
and lovely mourning ladies in Bari and Napoli

Special Thanks:

Jasmine Ramsey, Bahareh Ahmadi (AbrMedia), M. Ali Nezafat, Torfeh Ekhlasi,
Borna Jafari, Samir Golshan, Shahryar Shahamat, Mobin Maalirad,
Shahrooz Mahmoodi, Ramin Rahimi, Sina Momtahan, Small World Music Society,
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AmirKabir & Emran, and Mohammad Reza Darvishi
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Album title translation: Sheida Dayani
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